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MARIO D’AGOSTO (1954-2021)

began his musical training as a guitarist. After completing his studies at the
Conservatory of Frosinone, and obtaining a diploma with the highest marks and honors
under the constant guidance of Giuliano Balestra, he was attracted by the repertoire of
the Renaissance and Baroque, and began to study the lute. Later, he studied Renaissance
and Baroque technique and musical aesthetics with Hopkinson Smith at International
courses in Estoril (Portugal), Rome, Banyuls and at the University of Tours (France). He
gave solo performances in many parts of the world including Europe (England, France,
Spain, Portugal, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Croatia, Turkey, Italy) the UK, and Central
and Southern America, and recorded for radio and television broadcasts both in Italy
and abroad. As an ensemble player he recorded a CD of music by Alessandro Scarlatti
with the “Accademia Romana Strumentale”, and also worked with “I Cantori di S.
Carlo” conducted by Claudio Dall’Albero, participating in a variety of important musical
events in Europe. With Rosario Cicero (Renaissance and Baroque Guitar) he created
some unusual concert structures: from an original instrumental duo which led to the
recording of ‘Diferencias’ on the art of variation, to the group “Antiquaviva” whose
performances combined music, poetry and dance. He also worked with Stefano Sabene
on the production of recordings and concerts. He recorded several pieces for lute and
theorbo with Alessandro De Pau, now available on YouTube.

Teaching

He spent most of his career as a guitar teacher in the musical secondary school except
for two years when he taught lute at the Conservatory in Bari. In Rome he taught lute
at the Arts Academy, the Civic School of Arts and at “Controchiave” Cultural
Association. He held seminars and masterclasses throughout Italy, including at the
Museum of Musical Instruments in Rome and in several Conservatories. He served on
Panels for various International Guitar Competitions. Although he was principally
interested in performing, he loved teaching and spent a great deal of time arranging
pieces of diverse character that had caught his attention. In 2017 he won first prize in
the Rome Competition for Composition and Transcription, for his guitar ensemble
arrangements of the Allegro from . S. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto no. 6 and the
Fugue on the theme of Jingle Bells by his friend and colleague Giovanni Scaramuzza Fabi.
Recordings

Lamentazioni di A. Scarlatti with the ‘Accademia Strumentale Romana conducted by
Stefano Sabene (Musica Sacra Inedita 1998); Viaggio in /talia, music by S. L. Weiss
Niccolo, 2000); Diferencias with Rosario Cicero (Niccolo, 2001); /.S. Bach: The
Complete Music for Lute (Brilliant Classics, 2013); Weiss: Sonatas for Trasverse Flute

and Lute with Stefano Sabene (Brilliant Classics, 2014); John Dowland with soprano



Andrea Caroline Manchée (shortly to be published).

Articles
He wrote several articles for “Chitarre Classica” in the series “Sounds of early

tablature” and for “Guitart”.

RULES & REGULATIONS

Article 1 > The Premio Mario D’Agosto, 2nd Edition 2023, is dedicated
to the performance of early music on plucked stringed instruments. The
competition will be held in Rome, Italy and will be carried out in two stages:
. Elimination Round: Saturday 2 December 2023 c/o Civica Scuola

delle Arti, Via Bari 22, Roma.
. Finals Sunday 3 December 2023 c/o St. Andrew’s Church of
Scotland, Via XX Settembre 9, Roma.

Article 2 > Participants may be of any nationality, and must meet the age
requirements and perform repertoire as described below in the list of
categories in Article 3.



Article 3 > Categories, Musical Programme, Prizes, Entrance Fees

Participants will be divided into 2 Sections (A and B) and 6 Categories.

Cat. Al: Early Stringed Instruments, Candidates born after 31 August

2007

Permitted instruments: Lutes, Theorbo, Vihuela, Baroque /
Renaissance Guitar

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: original repertoire for
your instrument of not more than 5 minutes b) Finals: original
repertoire for your instrument of not more than 8 minutes, which
may contain pieces already presented in the Elimination round.
Prizes = Ist Prize: Certificate of Merit; a Prize Concert (with
reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging) to be held in
2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event organized
by Fabrica Harmonica; 274 and 3rd Prizes: Certificate of Merit.
Entrance fee: € 30,00

Cat. A2: Early Stringed Instruments, no age limit

Permitted instruments: Lutes, Theorbo, Vihuela, Renaissance or
Baroque Guitar.

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: original repertoire for
your instrument of not more than 5 minutes b) Finals: original
repertoire for your instrument of not more than 8 minutes, which
may contain pieces already presented in the Elimination round.
Prizes — IstPrize: Certificate of Merit, Cash prize of € 500,00; | Prize
Concert (with reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging )
to be held in 2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event
organized by Fabrica Harmonica; Professional recording of |
videoclip of maximum |0 minutes; Recording of a CD dedicated to
the ‘Premio Mario D’Agosto’ published and distributed by
DOTGUITAR; 274 and 3rd Prizes: Certificate of Merit.

Entrance fee: € 50,00.



CAT A3: Renaissance or Baroque Ensemble using early instruments, no

age limit

Ensemble for 2 or more musicians including any type of early musical
instrument and/or voice(s), provided at least one is a plucked string
instrument (Lutes, Theorbo, Vihuela, Renaissance or Baroque
guitar).

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: early music repertoire of
up to 8 minutes b) Finals: early music repertoire of up to 15 minutes,
which may contain pieces already presented in the Elimination
round.

Prizes - IstPrize: Certificate of Merit, Cash prize of € 500,00; | Prize
Concert (with reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging )
to be held in 2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event
organized by Fabrica Harmonica; Professional recording of |
videoclip of maximum 10 minutes; Recording of a CD dedicated to
the ‘Premio Mario D’Agosto’ published and distributed by
DOTGUITAR; 2nd and 34 Prizes: Certificate of Merit.

Entrance fee: € 25,00 per member of the Ensemble.

Cat Bl — Guitar, Candidates attending Middle School in the academic year

2022-2023

Permitted instruments: Guitar.

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: repertoire of not more
than 5 minutes containing at least one transcription from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods b) Finals: repertoire of not more
than 8 minutes, containing at least one transcription from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods, and may contain pieces already
presented in the Elimination round.

Prizes = Ist Certificate of Merit; a Prize Concert (with

reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging) to be held in



2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event organized
by Fabrica Harmonica; 274 and 3rd Prizes: Certificate of Merit.
Entrance fee: € 30,00.

Cat B2 — Guitar, Candidates born after 31 August 2004

Permitted instruments: Guitar.

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: repertoire of not more
than 6 minutes containing at least one transcription from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods b) Finals: repertoire of not more
than 10 minutes, containing at least one transcription from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods and may contain pieces already
presented in the Elimination round.

Prizes - Ist Prize: Certificate of Merit; Cash prize of €200; a Prize
Concert (with reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging)
to be held in 2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event
organized by Fabrica Harmonica, Professional recording of |
videoclip of maximum 6 minutes. 2" and 3rd Prizes: Certificate of
Merit.

Entrance fee € 40,00.

CAT B3 — Guitar, no age limit

Permitted instruments: Guitar.

Audition repertoire: a) Elimination round: repertoire of not more
than 8 minutes containing exclusively transcriptions from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods b) Finals: repertoire of not more
than 15 minutes, containing exclusively transcriptions from the
Renaissance or Baroque periods and may contain pieces already
presented in the Elimination round.

Prizes - IstPrize: Certificate of Merit, Cash prize of € 500,00; | Prize
Concert (with reimbursement of expenses for board and lodging )
to be held in 2024 at the Festival Federico Cesi or some other event
organized by Fabrica Harmonica; Professional recording of |



videoclip of maximum 10 minutes; Recording of a CD dedicated to
the ‘Premio Mario D’Agosto’ published and distributed by
DOTGUITAR; 274 and 3rd Prizes: Certificate of Merit.

. Entrance fee € 50,00

Article 4 > Each candidate may enter only one solo category, and may in
addition participate in category A3 (Renaissance or Baroque Ensemble
using early instruments, no age limit). Candidates may enter a category for
a higher age range than their own, if he or she feels sufficiently prepared,
but not for a lower one.

Article 5 > Panel of Judges, Marks and Assignation of Prizewinners

The Panel of Judges will be presided over by M°® Evangelina Mascardi, and
in the elimination round will comprise 5 well-known musicians in the field
of early music or specifically in that of plucked stringed instruments: these
will be joined in the final round by an institutional representative of Fabrica
Harmonica ETS.

Marks given out of a hundred will determine the finalists, who must reach
a minimum mark of 80/100. In the finals on 3rd December 2023, the
candidate who reaches the highest score - exceeding 90/100 - in each
category will be declared the First Prize winner.

Marks given out of a hundred will also determine the Second and Third
Prize winners. All candidates will receive certification of their participation.

The judges reserve the right to hear and evaluate the entire programme
or only a part thereof, should the candidate exceed the time limit. The
Judges’ decisions are final and not subject to appeal. If a candidate has had
a didactic relationship with one of the judges within the previous 12
months, that judge will abstain from voting on that particular candidate. In
case of equal marks the prize will be shared. The judges may also decide to
assign additional prizes not outlined in the regulations.



Article 6 > Elimination round, Finals, Prizegiving

The Elimination round auditions will be held on 2nd December, 2023 at
the Civica Scuola delle Arti di Roma. The order of performance will be
communicated on 25th November. At the end of the elimination round the
names of the candidates who have passed through to the Finals will be
announced, and the graded list of those who have not passed through will
be given out. The finals will be open to the public and will be held at St.
Andrew’s Church of Scotland, Via XX Settembre 9, Roma. After the
auditions, the prize-giving ceremony will be held, during which all
candidates will receive a certificate of participation, and the judges will
announce the winners in each category. At the same time the graded list
of finalists will be published on Fabrica Harmonica’s Facebook page and on
their website www.fabricaharmonica.it .

Article 7 > How to Enter
Application can only be made using the form found on the website
www.fabricaharmonica.it, before the deadline of 22nd November

2023. Once you have completed the form, accepting the terms and
signing the release, you must send a) a copy of your valid ID (in the
case of an ensemble, a document for each member of the group), b) a
pdf containing the scores / tablature of the pieces you will be
performing and c) proof of payment of the Entrance fees, to be sent
via bank transfer to the account in the name of Fabrica Harmonica
Associazione  Culturale Musicale, IBAN: IT 20 G
0306914405100000007 134, BIC/SWIFT BCITITMM574 (Bank address
INTESA SAN PAOLO - Filiale Terni centro, Corso Tacito, 05100
Terni), specifying in the memo line the name and surname of candidate

and the competition Category.

Article 8 > Your registration for the Premio Mario D’Agosto implies

you accept the present regulations unconditionally, noting that the


http://www.festivalfedericocesi.it/
http://www.festivalfedericocesi.it/
http://www.festivalfedericocesi.it/

Management reserves the right to make changes to the same or to
the calendar and locations of the Competition where necessary.

INFO: www.fabricaharmonica.it fabricaharmonica@gmail.com
Mobile and Whatsapp: +39.328.3328689 - +39.393.9145351



http://www.fabricaharmonica.it/
http://www.fabricaharmonica.it/

PREMIO

MARIO D’AGOSTO
Il edizione- 2/3 Dicembre2023

Fabrica Harmonica ETS € onorata di poter ricordare
la figura del Maestro Mario D’Agosto il quale,

attraverso la sua presenza ricorrente nelle
programmazioni concertistiche e didattiche
di Fabrica Harmonica, negli anni trascorsi
ha qualificato le attivita aprendo nuovi orizzonti
e un piu profondo interesse verso la musica antica.
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FABRICA HARMONICA ETS
Sede operativa: Via Bari 22, 00161 Roma
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